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NETBALL EAST CHAIRMAN
ANNUAL REPORT 2008 - 2009
This is my first Annual Report as (interim) Chairman of Netball East and I want to start by thanking everyone involved in delivering Netball in our Region. Since being appointed in September 2008, the support and leadership provided by the Members of the Regional Management Board and our Regional Manager Emily St. John has been outstanding. I am also very aware of how much we rely on our County Committees and all the other hard working volunteers throughout the region. 

This year we are holding our AGM together with our first Netball East conference and the Goalden Globes Awards, providing members with the opportunity to meet and discuss the challenges in our sport and to celebrate the achievements of our volunteers. We will launch the 60th Anniversary of Netball in the East Region – a chance to reflect on the past and to recognise the dedication of many people over the years who have been involved in making the East one of the most successful regions in the country.

The past 12 months have been very busy with the Regional Management Board meeting four times and the Technical Support Groups (TSG) now fully established and meeting regularly to plan the delivery of their designated areas of work. The established TSG’s are Membership, Finance and Business, Competition, Coaching, Officiating, Talent Development and Communication and Marketing. The County committees have also worked hard and their reports illustrate the great work being done throughout the counties.  Within this Annual Report are the TSG and County updates which detail their progress and plans. 

RMB and TSG update:

· Finance and Business TSG conducted their work by email and our Treasurer has already issued the accounts for the year ending 31st August 2008. John has provided careful review of our current and future expenditure. The RMB has approved a new mileage rate of 35p per mile from September 2009 and the members are requested to approve an increase in affiliation fees at this AGM. 

· Competition TSG has been very busy throughout the year organizing the regional competitions and umpires.  These are time consuming roles and I thank Mike Bedford and Sophie Pike for their hard work and expertise. The following competitions were organised:

· Open RCL, U16 RCL, U14 Festival, U19 Competition, Regional schools U19, U16 and U14. 

· Next year the U14 festival will be replaced by the U14 RCL, and U19 National Clubs will be replaced by a National tournament.

· Communication & Marketing TSG launched a great new web site in 2008, and has been working with the counties to recruit communication and marketing officers and also began organising a workshop for county personnel. The C & M TSG will start work on an updated plan.

· Membership TSG made up of the County Chairmen held two meetings during the year including a joint meeting with the RMB and EN on the Whole Sport Plan consultation and another joint meeting with Competition TSG.
· Education and Training TSG was split into Coaching and Officiating TSG’s and both have been very active through the region.
· Officiating TSG held two meetings and has co-ordinated a Regional calendar of courses for C and B award, written and continued to develop the Umpire mentoring program and organisation of B award testing. Congratulations to Gary Burgess, an International Umpire in the East region who has been selected to officiate at the World Youth Championships in Cook Islands in August. 

· Coaching TSG was established in January 2009 and has met twice, together with the Talent TSG. A coaching flyer has been produced to advertise a series of workshops for affiliated Level 2 coaches & above and Observation sessions which coaches can attend at the Regional Academies.  

· Talent TSG held Regional Academy screening in July 2008 and selected 25 players to attend monthly training, coached by Sue Collins and Jo Munnion. The East Regional Talent Development Program has included closer links with Mavericks who support some of the Talent coaching sessions. The Talent TSG held two meetings with Coaching TSG. The next Regional screening is planned for July 12th 2009.

· Mavericks has enjoyed another successful season in the Co-Operative NSL and were runners up in the final. Their qualifying play off against Loughborough Lightning was a spectacular match with Mavericks winning by one goal after extra time. Congratulations to Karen Atkinson who won the Chairman’s award and Ella Clark who received the Rookie of year, at the Co- Operative NSL awards Dinner. The Mavericks Youth Squad was formed and played in an informal competition which was run in parallel with the Senior Squad matches.
Throughout the year the our RDO, Leanne did a great job including the organisation of  Level 1 and 2 coaching courses and co-ordination of the CAPS, there are now a  total of 55 CAPS accredited clubs across the three levels of bronze, silver and gold.   She also supported the RMB with administration and attended Board meetings.  Leanne is now on maternity leave and has been replaced by Jessica Young who started in the role in May.

Our Regional Manager, Emily St John has provided the formal link between the EN staff and the Regional Board and County Committees, guiding and advising us. She has managed a wide work program including management of NDO’s and the Back to Netball initiative, as well as contributing to the EN whole sports plan funding application to Sport England.  England Netball has been allocated significant funding to develop netball and our region will benefit through the appointment of County Netball Development Officers in every County. We have started work on the preparation of the Regional plan to deliver our part of the EN WSP business plan and Emily will be liaising with the counties to get their input to the plan. We will have a challenging plan but I am confident that by working together we will see Netball growing even stronger within our region.

Cheryl Danson

Netball East (Interim) Chairman
NETBALL EAST TREASURER  
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YEAR ENDED 31st AUGUST 2008

Attached are the accounts for the year ending 31st August 2008 (please see appendix A). Copies of these accounts and the auditor’s certificate have already been sent to all member counties soon after the completion of the audit but these accounts are presented for formal adoption.

Last year I reported that we had prepared the way for a number of projects to come on stream and these are funded by the reserves created specifically for those purposes. We have had a number of projects start during the year and the costs of these has been rather more than expected. They are however crucial to the development program and need to be funded. Two new TSG’s have started work and their work has to be funded. We have also had to cope with the rise in the mileage payment for travel on Regional business and both these are having an impact on funding. There are some additional costs which have entered into our remit during this year which we have had to cover. An example is the new regime for testing B award umpires. The advent of a fee for each test and as well as the payment of mileage has meant that the test fee of £40 only covers about 66% of the costs involved and the rest has to be met out of regional funds.

In the past we have managed to contain the rise of the rate at which mileage was reimbursed without resorting to increasing affiliations. It was increased last year but with the ever rising cost of fuel we will be raising it again from September 1st to 35p per mile and we can no longer meet this cost from within our reserves.

With these factors to the fore it is proposed to raise the rate of affiliation by 20p for first claim participants over 19 from 60p to 80p and for under 19’s by a similar percentage from 30p to 40p. The cost to schools remains unchanged.

John Pitts

Treasurer
Netball East
NETBALL EAST REGIONAL MANAGER
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The 2008 to 2009 season has been a thrilling one with numerous developments and achievements to highlight.

Firstly I would like to welcome all of our new staff.  During the season we appointed Sue Collins as our part time regional talent coach covering the east half of the region.  Emily Drackford was appointed as the new Hertfordshire Development Officer replacing Paula Leonard.  Teresa White was appointed as the East Back to Netball Officer.  Our latest recruit Jess Young was appointed as the East RDO to cover Leanne Spinks’ maternity leave.

The back to netball project has been a major development.  The East’s successful grant awarded by Sport England along with partnership funding from County Associations, County Sports Partnerships, Netball East and Norwich Union has paid for a dedicated officer, targeted marketing and equipment for projects.  In the first four months, six regular sessions were established which attracted over 120 participants.  A further six projects have also been set up which are currently being launched.  This is a wonderful programme to attract lapsed and new players back into our great game and I am extremely grateful for everyone’s support in making this happen. 

One of the major benefits to the region is the success of England Netball’s whole sports plan funding application to Sport England.  This has resulted in significant funding being granted to develop netball.  The region will benefit through the appointment of County Netball Development Officers to every County in the region.  In the past some Counties were without an officer due to a lack of funding.  Having dedicated officer support for every county in the region will enable greater and more consistent development opportunities.  These officers are being recruited during June and July allowing the complete team to be in place for the new season.

This season we welcomed Gilbert as our Regional Clubs League sponsor.  This sponsorship provided free balls for East competitions and a 15% discount for East clubs and counties for all Gilbert purchases.  We continued our talent programme sponsorship with Gameface who once again provided kit for all East talent academy players and coaches.  We are extremely grateful to our sponsors and express our sincere gratitude for all their support. 

There have many other projects and achievements this year led by our technical support groups (TSG).  I would therefore like to express my great thanks to all of our TSG chairs and TSG members for their contributions.  I would also like to thank our County committees for all of their support and partnership working which has resulted in successes such as the Back to Netball scheme.  Finally I would like to thank our interim chair Cheryl Danson for stepping in and providing such great leadership and support for the region.  It truly has been an excellent year and I am thankful to everyone who has contributed.

Emily St.John

Regional Manager

Netball East

NETBALL EAST REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
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The 2008 - 2009 season has been another year of great development for Netball within the Region from grassroots to national level. To support the development of netball across the Region I have supported a number of projects.  

Spread across the counties four Level 1 and four Level 2 courses have been organised resulting in 86 new coaches and a total of 286 UKCC coaches. These courses have been organised within differing counties to ensure that the demand of training our coaches across the whole Region is fulfilled. A vast amount of coaches whom have attended courses have been granted financial support through the Netball East grant scheme, and support from other funding sources through County Sports Partnerships. To continue supporting our coaches development the Regional website is regularly updated with funding schemes across the Region.

Clubs have also been working hard to develop and meet general operating standards by being accredited with CAPS/Clubmark either at Bronze, Silver or Gold. A vast number of clubs have been awarded seeing 17 new CAPS clubs and 5 clubs being awarded CAPS for a further four year period. This gives the Region a total of 55 CAPS accredited clubs across the three levels.  

2008 saw the launch of an informative and easy to use Regional website. This is a tool that has been used greatly across the Region covering a variety of headings. At the Regional unit we are continually updating all aspects to keep our members informed of the immense work being delivered across the Region.  
To ensure the Region recognise our volunteers for the fantastic work which they fulfil we have worked closely with Netball Development Officers and County Netball Associations to increase the awareness and number of nominations for the Regional Goalden Globe Awards. To support these awards through from County level to National, a few counties have mirrored the regional/national award categories and amended a few to suit the counties needs. This has resulted in an increased number of nominations from these counties at Regional level as their county winners are automatically nominated for the Regional award. The Region has received 26 nominations for 2009.

It has been a pleasure supporting the Region to continually strive in our delivery.

Leanne Spinks and Jess Young

Regional Development Officer

Netball East

NETBALL EAST COMPETITION TSG
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Open RCL

2008/09 was another successful season in the RCL with Turnford NC crowned RCL champions and representing East in the Premier league play offs. Unfortunately they were not successful in gaining a place in Premier 2. Runners up in Division 1 were Norfolk United NC. Relegated from Division 1 were Crosskeys NC and Comberton NC. Final tables are displayed on the Netball East website.

Division 2 winners were Billericay NC after one year in the RCL with One Rail NC runners up. Both teams are promoted and will play Division 1 next season. 

Royston NC are relegated to their County league to be replaced by the winner from the play off tournament due to be held on June 13th in Cambs.

This season saw the central allocation of umpires for both divisions and despite some very close shaves all matches were successfully officiated and our thanks go to Sophie Pike for her brilliant organisational skills in achieving this.

Results service was once again provided by Clair Fiddaman and Gwen Foster from Suffolk again our thanks to them for their hard work.

A total of 337 different players made an appearance in the RCL this season.

Minor fines for administrative infringements were introduced this season and it is pleasing to note that only 3 teams had fines levied.

The feedback from umpires has been very positive with a number of suggestions for improvements being considered for next season.

Under 16 RCL

In the Regional U16 league for the third year running the champion team has come from Hertfordshire with Turnford NC undefeated and now representing East at the National finals in May. The Runners up in the U16 league were Star NC. Final tables are on the website.

Other competition

In the Under 14 festival held in Bedford on 25th April Turnford NC emerged victorious again with Star NC runners up. Both teams progress to the National finals in May. Thanks to Alison Brightman and her team for organising. This is the final year of the U14 Festival with the competition changing to the Regional league format as the U16 competition.
This will require counties to promote U14 leagues to be able to nominate a champion club to participate in the Regional league next season. 

In the Schools competition the regional winners and runners up progressed to the National finals. In the U19 age group Palmers College and Broxbourne school, in the U16 age group Goff’s school and Chelmer Valley and in the U14 age group Great Baddow and Broxbourne. At the national finals Great Baddow U14 were runners up Chelmer valley U16 4th and Broxbourne U19 4th.

Once again thanks to John Pitts and his team for organising.

In the Under 19 National competition Manor NC and Cranfield NC represented East from the Regional round with both teams finishing in the top half of the national finals. Thanks to Gwen Foster and her team from Suffolk for organising. This is the final year of U19 national clubs the competition having been discontinued by England Netball in favour of a tournament to be held at the end of the season in 2010 details still to be confirmed.  

Mike Bedford

Competition TSG Chair

Netball East

NETBALL EAST TALENT TSG  
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In July 2008, 25 players were selected for the Regional Academy to attend monthly training at Hatfield University Sports Village.  Over the course of the programme, two players withdrew and two players, namely Freya Hawkins and Alice Ewer, were promoted to join the Mavericks Youth Squad.  

The squad was coached by the two Regional Talent Coaches, Sue Collins and Jo Munnion.  They were ably assisted by the Squad Manager, Sarah Bellamy, with myself supporting the education of the visiting coaches.  The ‘Strength and Conditioning’ session was led by Tony Sephton, a member of staff from the University.

The players came from the following counties:

Bedfordshire = 2


Cambridgeshire = 2

East Essex = 7


Essex Thurrock = 6

Hertfordshire =5


Norfolk = 2

Suffolk = 1

Michaela Austin, a member of the Regional Academy, was selected for the Talent 1 squad (England U17) in March 2009.  A very commendable feat as she is only 15 years of age.

Also, selected for Talent 1, were Marina Mensah Afaokwah, Loran Wyatt and Shaunaugh Craig.

Alice Ewer was selected for Talent 2 (England U19).

Included in the recently selected England U.21 squad, who will be attending the next World U21 Championships, are several players who started on the Talent ladder in the East Region.  They are Jo Harten, Lynsay Keable and Monique Wood.  We wish them good luck for the Championships.

To recognise the hard work put in by the players of the Regional Academy the following annual awards are to be made:

The Eileen Doyle Trophy (for the most improved player) - Michaela Austin (Essex Thurrock)

The ‘Coaches’ Player – Georgia Lees (Essex Thurrock)

‘Commitment’ – Eleanor Durcan (Bedfordshire)

The next round of selection into the Regional Academy for 2009/10 has started.  Each County held pre-screening in March or April, with the successful players attending Inter- County Screening on the 2nd May, if from Beds, Cambs, Herts or Norfolk.  East Essex, Thurrock and Suffolk were screened on May 3rd.  Now, these players, approximately 60, will attend Regional Screening on Sunday July 12th to start training in September.

Again, the sessions will contain specialist coaching, in the 3 court areas, along with some fitness testing, as the Coaches have felt this has been a weak area for the players.

Regional Academy players will train fortnightly, with England and Mavericks Youth, at Excel Academies, which will be more local to them.  Again, this is an initiative to strengthen the playing ability of the squad.

I would like to thank Maggie Jackson for her continued support of the CTI training, which I know they all thoroughly enjoy. 

The Talent TSG has combined its meetings with the newly formed Coaching TSG as many topics overlap each area.  Coaches will again be invited to the Regional Academy sessions, with them having ‘input’ from the coach delivering the session.

England Netball is offering two new workshops for those interested in Talent Development and Identification.  These will replace the present Performance Standard Workshops.  

The Excel Workshop called ‘Talent Identification and Selection’ is designed to provide teachers and club coaches with the knowledge and understanding of the characteristics of a talented player, in order for them to be able to nominate players to the appropriate level of the Excel pathway.

The Excel Workshop called ‘Scouting’ is for aspiring scouts to gain knowledge of the scouting process and develop effective scouting skills.  (England Netball was so impressed with the County Talent Identifier (CTI) programme that we set up in the East Region that they have adopted this idea but the personnel will be called Local or County Scouts)

Once again I would like to thank all those involved or who are interested in Talent Development within the East Region for their continued support, especially our kit sponsor, Gameface and Leanne Playle for all her secretarial assistance.

Chris Laundy

Talent TSG Chair

Netball East

NETBALL EAST COMMUNICATION AND MARKETING TSG
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This has been a very busy and exciting year with the production of a new user friendly wizzy website launched in October 2008. It was formatted from the Team Beds and Luton website pages making the new site, cost effective with established professional support available. 

The group have been working hard to provide different news articles every month with guidance from Heather Nolan and her comprehensive list of interview questions.  There have been competitions running and gossip columns to keep users interested and involved with Netball East.  Between January-March 2009 the website had 3750 unique users visit the site (different computers) with:

· Recruitment being the most looked at page, with 10% of the visitors 
· Mavericks the next highest, followed by gossip, competition and then Back to Netball
· 222 people found the site through a link from England Netball’s website
· 839 people came directly to the site by typing in the address themselves 
· 2,942 people came through Google

I would like to extend my thanks to Keely Glenister for liaising and producing the website via her work at the County Sports Partnership in Luton and Bedfordshire.  Also to Emily St.John and Leanne Spinks for the enormous amount of hard work, collecting and inputting data, establishing links to England Netball and County websites and generally making it all happen.

Janice Cook has been instrumental in promoting and progressing the role of ‘Communication and Marketing Officers’ in the counties and we are looking forward to inviting the new volunteers to attend our meetings on an annual basis. 

Our original Marketing and Communication Plan produced by Bernadette Palmer has steered us through the year and I am pleased and proud that we have met most of the targets we set out to achieve.  However, it is now time to update and create a new plan to take us forward.  We are planning to run a Workshop to extend input from all counties and to establish a regular working relationship to:

· Create a communication network to support the Counties
· Review the membership of the TSG
· Increase East website users and the media coverage received

The second reason for the workshop is to provide County and League personnel with information on working with the media and sharing good practice.

As always this group could not function without the hard work of volunteers:  Heather Nolan, Keely Glenister, Janice Cook and Bernadette Palmer.  I thank them for giving up their valuable time and making my job as ‘Chair’ enjoyable and a pleasure.

Linda Swain

Communication and Marketing TSG Chair

Netball East

NETBALL EAST OFFICIATING TSG  
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The Officiating TSG was formally set up under the new structure at the beginning of this

season.

It was agreed that the group would meet two or three times a year, and all County

Umpiring Secretaries and County Lead Mentors should be included, together with the

Regional Lead Mentor and the RCL Umpiring Co-ordinator.

The meetings held this season have been well attended, and all counties
have been represented. This has proved to be an excellent forum for counties to

communicate – to discuss future plans, coordinate courses and share good

practice and challenges - which must ultimately be to the benefit of the East Region.

Testing

C Testing

Results registered from September 2008:

Bedfordshire

4  
Passes

0 
NYMC (not yet met criteria)

Cambridgeshire
2
Passes

0
NYMC

Essex East

13
Passes

0 
NYMC

Essex Thurrock
7
Passes

0
NYMC

Hertfordshire

8
Passes

2
NYMC

Norfolk


2 
Passes

0
NYMC

Suffolk


4 
Passes

2
NYMC



B Testing

Results registered from September 2008:

Bedfordshire

4  
Passes

0 
NYMC (not yet met criteria)

Cambridgeshire
2
Passes

1
NYMC

Essex East

1
Passes

0 
NYMC

Essex Thurrock
0
Passes

0
NYMC

Hertfordshire

5
Passes

0
NYMC

Norfolk


4 
Passes

0
NYMC

Suffolk


1 
Passes

0
NYMC



A Award Written 
Essex East

1
Pass


1
NYMC



Hertfordshire

1 
Pass

Suffolk


1 
Pass

Courses

At the beginning of this season, a comprehensive programme of courses that had been arranged by counties and the Region was collated in an effort to assist mutual co-operation and communication.  This calendar has been regularly updated and amended.

Altogether, this season, there have been in excess of 40 Officiating courses of all levels run across the Region. I know that the East is a large region, but that is an amazing number!

The Region, itself, has arranged two very successful courses – a Table Officials Course in February, tutored by June Snellin and Yvonne Adshead, attended by 22 participants. This was well attended by a number of representatives from RCL clubs, which will hopefully become evident at future matches. An B Award Course was finally held in April, tutored by Gloria Keech, and attended by 16 participants.

Mentoring

The East Mentoring Scheme has continued to thrive and develop across all counties under the leadership of Yvonne Adshead – I have no doubt that further fruits of this scheme will be seen over the course of the new season.

I should like to thank all members of this group for their enthusiasm, cooperation and support - this has been a very positive start for the Officiating TSG, which I know now will only go from strength to strength.

June Snellin

Officiating TSG Chair
Netball East
NETBALL EAST COACHING TSG  
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The Coaching TSG is a relatively new group who formed in January this year with a remit to develop coaches within the East Region.  Each County is represented on the group by a Coaching representative.  We have now met twice, a summary of our meetings & subsequent actions can be found in my report below.
  At our first meeting the Coaching group discussed its remit.  All agreed that the Regions remit would be to target and develop level 2 & 3 coaches and the Counties should be responsible for developing at the lower level, but Counties need to be made aware of this.
  The members of the group were asked that they feed back the information gained at these meetings to their Counties as this was an integral part of the success of this Coaching group.

Once the group had agreed on what workshops were needed, the action was to produce a flyer/leaflet that advertised the planned workshops.

Many thanks must go to Leanne Spinks who was extremely helpful in securing bookings at the facilities where we planned to run the workshops.
The coaching flyer has subsequently been produced and has now gone out to all affiliated Level 2 coaches and above. The majority of these workshops are running along side the Regional Academy which seemed the most sensible arrangement as the coaches need players to observe and “practice on”.
Also advertised within the flyer are Observation sessions which coaches can attend.  These are at the Regional Academies where there will be questions & answers after the sessions.

We are very hopeful that the Workshops will be well attended we have secured some exciting Tutors including Maggie Jackson, the Mavericks squad, Jo Munnion and of course Sue Hawkins.  Sue Hawkins delivered a very successful Coaching session earlier in the year in Norfolk, Sue Collins has liaised with Sue again regarding running another session in our Region and luckily she has agreed to run one in November this year in Hitchin. More details can be found on the COACHING WORKSHOP FLYER.
Our first workshop (which is not part of the Regional Academy) takes place on Sunday 21st June at Hills Road Sports Centre in Cambridge, we have 15 coaches enrolled to take part. The workshop is being tutored by Maggie Jackson & is entitled Coaching Team play.
Now that the coaching workshops are up & running the groups focus will turn to other areas, one of which will be a mentoring procedure for coaches in the East Region.

Alison Brightman

Coaching TSG Chair

Netball East

NETBALL EAST MEMBERSHIP TSG  
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The Membership Technical Support Group met twice during 2008 / 2009. 

In January 2009 the Membership TSG meeting:

· Provided an update for the County Chairmen on plans and progress of the TSG’s

· Identified that we need further definition and clarity on the timeliness of information and communication lines between TSG and County

· Received an update from each County Chairman

· Held a joint meeting of the Membership TSG and the CEO and Director of Netball, for presentation and consultation on the Whole Sport Plan

In May 2009 the Membership TSG meeting was held jointly with the Competition TSG. The purpose of this meeting was to: 

· Review the implementation of the Regional Competitions 

· Give an update on the 2009-2013 Whole Sport Plan progress and an update Regional and County Planning process and timetable

· Receive an update from each County Chairman

· Discuss the need for a review of  County Constitutions

· Discuss the need for a review of Disciplinary Regulations. England Netball are just starting a review of their disciplinary regulations and the region will follow with a review of its disciplinary regulations

· Receive an update on the England Netball EGM, AGM, Goalden Globes & Conference

· Receive an update on the East Region Conference, AGM & Goalden Globes 

The role of the County Committees is essential in delivering our National and Regional plans and more planning is required to ensure that our Counties can contribute their views, concerns and feedback at appropriate times. 

Cheryl Danson

Membership TSG Chairman
  Netball East
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The Mavericks’ Success Story
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Mavericks’ success continues in the 08/09 season; we have been placed in the top four in the regular season each year since 2005 and we are the only team within the CNSL to reach four consecutive finals:

05/06 Superleague Runners Up 

06/07 Superleague Runners Up 

07/08 Superleague Champions

08/09 Superleague Runners Up 
















Mavericks NSL Squad 08-09

Two of our players picked up awards at this year’s Netball Superleague Awards Dinner held in Birmingham in April; Karen Atkinson, the Lucozade Sports Chairman Award 08/09 and Ella Clark, Rookie of the Year 08/09.

Meet the Mavericks

Mavericks is the Netball Superleague team based in the East, our players come from a variety of towns, from the East and from the London area, all home matches are played a the Hertfordshire Sports Village in Hatfield.

We are proud to have many England players in both our Senior and Youth Squads; England representatives Karen Atkinson (present England Co-Captain), Louisa Brownfield, Naida Hutchinson, Ella Clark; Kelsey Nolan, Sophia Candappa, and Abigail Lamden.  Mavericks also boasts the highest caliber coaches in the Superleague, all have coached various national representative sides.
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Mavericks Youth Squad 08-09

Although the end result in the league table was not as impressive as last year, it was clear that the coaches and staff are very proud of how the Mavericks Youth squad developed and gradually realised their potential as a squad by the end of the season.  The players worked really hard as there were definite ups and downs but they kept going and striving to be better. There are some fantastic players in this group that promise to be around for the next 10 years and not just a season or two.

Mavericks End of Season Presentation Awards
Mavericks Youth

Coaches Player - Marina Mensah-Afoakwah; Most Improved - Alice Ewer; Hardest Worker - Steph Collard; Players Player - Shaunagh Craig; Squad Star - Loran Wyatt 

Mavericks Seniors

Squad Captain - Karen Atkinson; Most Improved Player - Gemma Wiseman; Most Improved Player - Stef Bello; Young Player - Ella Clark; Coaches Player - Louisa Brownfield; Players Player - Naida Hutchinson. 

The lovely thing about the Mavericks End of Season Do is that you have players, coaches, managers, table officials, Netball East Regional Chair, Mavericks Official photographer, sponsorship people, ticket sales, events manager, Jim Speilberg, Netball East Regional Manager, ball girls organiser (and cute baby), husbands, boyfriend, Mums and Dads as well as a few old girls... all chilling out and chatting, having fun.  There is the chance to say thanks to everyone for making Mavericks so wonderful. It is great that everyone gets to mix and catch up as sometimes this cannot happen on match days! If you don’t believe me, take a look at the photos on the website, www.mavericksnetball.co.uk 

Again, it goes without saying that the success of Mavericks would not be possible without the enthusiastic, hard working group of netball volunteers from across the Region who give their time freely to help us both on match days and in many other roles throughout the season.  Many Clubs from across the Region have sent youngsters from their junior sections to act as Ball girls at home matches.  To everyone who gives any of their time to support Mavericks please accept our sincere thanks.

Gloria Keech

Mavericks Netball Chair
Netball East

BEDFORDSHIRE COUNTY NETBALL ASSOCIATION
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The 08-09 season and been another busy season with the plenty of activity and success stories across the whole of the County. 

The Marshalls Heritage League year commenced with a Summer League which ran for 8 weeks and the summer league was used to mentor new umpires for the Beginner Umpire Award.

September saw their annual Awards dinner, which was well supported by 100 ladies and a few brave men. Thanks were given to Ali Irvine from the League sponsors, Marshalls, who handed out the awards.  From monies raised at the evening the League was able to make a £500 donation to Breast Cancer Care. 

The winter league started in October with 3 divisions, a mixed season this year heavily affected by the snow in February, prolonging the season by quite a few weeks, running through well into May.

The Luton, Dunstable & District League continues to receive sponsorship from Wyvern Shipping for the 5th consecutive year, with the introduction this season of a Summer League on a trial basis which proved very successful, entries for the forthcoming season already reaching 20 teams.

The League held its first charity mixed tournament/BBQ in July last year and despite the weather was well supported and £300 was raised for the local Macmillan Nurses.

The League continues to grow and had four new teams enter the league in September 2008.  With more entries received for the forthcoming season, it is possible that another division will be added, which is good news.  As a result of the number of young players interested in playing, the League has launched a Junior/Youth League due to commence in the new season, which all bodes well for the future growth of the League.

The League has introduced two new awards in the form of Sportsmanship awards, being awarded to a member from each division, also a Volunteer’s Award to be awarded to a league member who has contributed in some way towards a team/club or the league.  

The Bedford & District League had 59 team entries in the Senior League this season; 23 teams taking part in the Youth League, and 53 teams in the Junior League, a very healthy situation for the League.  

The League’s revamped website – www.bedfordnetball.co.uk – continues to be very successful with over 8000 hits to date. Communication channels with teams has continued to improve, making full use of email, a new database for umpires is being compiled, this form of communication has proven to be most effective this season with all the rearranged games due to the snow in February. 

Despite lack of sponsorship in the current economic climate, the League has still been able to hold their Cup Finals indoors again this month over two evenings, making them a very prestigious occasion for the teams and supporters involved. 

The resurfacing of the courts at the League’s central venue, the Bunyan Centre, continues to be a key issue for the League as despite several avenues being pursued, no funding has been forthcoming.  

Coach and Umpire Development activity continues. With assistance from the CSP funding we have been able to offer support to coaches with UKCC courses. Through last season 15 Level 1 coaches, 21 Level 2 and 2 Level 3 coaches received financial support. Successful umpire award passes throughout the season as follows; 4 ‘B’ Award passes; 8 ‘C’ Award passes and 16 Beginner Award passes. 1 Beginner Award Umpire Course, 1 ‘C’ Award Umpire Course and 1 ‘B’ Award Course have been held through the season and also two Beginner Award Mentoring Workshops arranged.

The County Academies have run well this season, their success was proven by the number of athletes who have been successful in progressing up the Talent pathway.   We ran 2 x Satellite Academies, one in Bedford and one in Luton, plus one County academy in Bedford.  We also ran a talented player academy which sat above the others.  In total approximately 60 girls were involved with the Academies, the season culminated with an Awards evening, which approximately 150 people attended.  Awards were made to individual players by our VIP guest for the evening who was Kelsey Nolan. Kelsey has herself been through the Bedfordshire/Regional/Mavericks/England development structure and in March this year was selected for the England U17 squad to play in the Netball Europe matches in Gibraltar.   

Bedfordshire Players in Talent structure, at the beginning of the season: 1 girl was selected for Regional Talent, Eleanor Durcan; 5 girls were selected for Mavericks Youth NTL Squad, Kelsey Nolan, Josie Huckle, Katherine Thornton, Shaunagh Craig and Loran Wyatt and 2 girls were selected for Loughborough Youth NTL Squad, Samantha Brightman and Natalie Carter.  We must congratulate the following Bedfordshire athletes also on achieving selection as follows: Josie Huckle England Talent 08/09; Katherine Thornton England Talent 08/09; Kelsey Nolan England U17 08/09; Shaunagh Craig England Talent 08/09, England U17 09/10 and Loran Wyatt England U17 09/10.

Club Development Bedfordshire now has 11 Clubs who are CAPS accredited with 9 of these clubs also having a formal PESSCL, 3 of these Clubs earned their CAPS accreditation last year.

As per the opening statement again a very busy and successful season, however, a big thank you as always must go to all League Committee Members and Volunteers across the County for their continued commitment to Bedfordshire netball.

Gloria Keech

Bedfordshire County Chair

June 2009

EAST ESSEX COUNTY NETBALL ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL REPORT 2009

Netball continues to prosper at grass roots level in East Essex with more teams wanting to join local leagues. So many in fact that we may be in danger of not having enough spaces available in the league structures to take them due to the centralised nature of the venues. On the positive side the new 12 court facility has opened at Gloucester Park Basildon to replace the previous facility which had gone well past its “use by” date. Hopefully it will not be too long before the rest of the Sports Village is built there to provide the facilities to compliment the courts.

We have continued with our umpire mentoring scheme with 14 mentors working with up to 30 trainees. This year we have had 1 B award pass and 13 C award passes but this is not as many as we would have liked for a county of our size. However I believe that the benefits of the mentoring scheme will really be seen over the next two/three years and the signs are looking good with 7 umpires working towards the B award. We have also started to roll out the Youth Umpire award with 4 Teacher Orientation workshops being run across the county as well as the normal range of umpiring courses out in conjunction with our member leagues.

Our grant scheme has continued to help a number of coaches take their level 1 and 2 coaching awards and this will continue for the foreseeable future.

On the competition side we would like to congratulate Billericay on winning Division 2 of the Regional League in their first season. Unfortunately there does not seem to be the ambition in other clubs wanting to take their netball to the next level and the three East Essex clubs in the RCL will not have any others joining them this year. Great Baddow High School and Chelmer Valley School reached the finals of the Regional Round of National Schools competition at under 14 and under 16 respectively.  Great Baddow went on to be runners up and Chelmer Valley finished in fourth place in the national finals.

The county has also recognised personal successes:
· Jo Harten, Lindsay Keable and Monique Wood being named in the 12 for the World Youth Championships in the Cook Islands later this year.

· Jo Stentiford being invited to umpire at the FENA under 17 tournament in Gibraltar;

· Michaela Austin and Marina Mensah-Afoakwah gaining places on the England Talent 1 programme.

Our congratulations go to them all.

John Pitts

East Essex County Chair

June 2009

ESSEX THURROCK COUNTY NETBALL ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL REPORT 2009

I am pleased to report we have fulfilled many of our plans over the last twelve months, despite losing our development officer from the County Committee.

Amongst our plans this year was to create a development centre, aimed at girls in years 7 and 8 that are not yet playing netball for clubs. Our junior league offered funding for this project and we were very fortunate in obtaining the Gateway Academy indoor venue for 10 weeks completely free of charge. 

We also have just recently launched our talent centre at Hassenbrook and there are 24 girls participating in this course in preparation for the county and satellite academy trials, which are held in conjunction with East Essex. 

We have a new Schools Representative on our committee – Tracy Gill who is extremely keen to get to work with the primary school aged children and she is setting up transition to netball workshops within schools. 

We have plans to introduce youngsters to netball at a much earlier age and will be embarking on a major project from September this year, which will include Tiny Tots Ball Skills and High 5 for under nines. 

From July we are running a Back to Netball campaign, which will be ongoing and hopefully some new teams will transpire through this project. 

Recently we held an introduction to coaching workshop to try and encourage participants to go forward for their level one award. We hope to hold these regularly and gain more qualified coaches over the next few years.

On the umpiring side we gained 8 new C award umpires and narrowly missed out on a B award. Anita Pearce, our umpiring secretary, unfortunately had to withdraw from her test due to injury.

I am also delighted to report that the talent in Thurrock continues to grow stronger by the year and the following girls from Star Netball Club gained places in the Regional Training programme:

Kerrie Small, Mikki Austin, Annabel Burgess, Millie Cattaneo and Georgia Lees.

Mikki Austin has also been selected for England Talent 1 – a huge achievement!

Star also excelled at the National U14’s tournament and lost out to second place by just one goal in the Finals at Loughborough. Star NC has had a fantastic year and our congratulations go to them.

This year two special ladies celebrated their 70th Birthday, Margaret King and Jean Jones. Unfortunately Margaret had to step down from umpiring last season and we most certainly miss her presence as she has been involved in netball at Thurrock since its inception in the sixties. Jean continues to umpire, coach and run her team and is a true inspiration to those around her. Thurrock is proud to have them both, as Honorary Life Members and we are truly grateful for everything they have done for netball over many years. 

Jo North

Essex Thurrock County Chair

June 2009

HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY NETBALL ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL REPORT 2009

Hertfordshire have finished the 2008/9 season in a blaze of glory, with Turnford Netball Club being awarded the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. This honour is the equivalent of the MBE for groups. 
This high accolade was in addition to Turnford Netball Club winning the Hertfordshire Sports Partnership Community Club of the Year Award, going on to win the BBC East Sports Community Club of the Year Award and the Borough of Broxbourne Club of the Year Award.  They were also Champions of the East Regional Clubs League as are their Under 16 and Under 14 teams.
And they were not the only ones winning awards; Stevenage Storm Club, Colin Hill, Lynn Jackson, Maureen Ball and Charlotte Rose also received Hertfordshire Sports Partnership Awards.  Charlotte Rose is also representing Hertfordshire and the East Region as a member of the England Youth Advisory Group which has been set up to give young people in Netball a voice.
Hertfordshire have had another busy year with numerous schools, clubs, academies, individuals, the County Committee and its Technical Support Groups working hard to enable netball to be played by a wide cross section of the community.  Hertfordshire have seen developments in the Back to Netball initiative, fulfilling, for many, a social need as well as a physical experience.  
Baldock Crusaders, Stevenage Storm and Dacorum Youth all received their Bronze Accreditation (bringing the Hertfordshire total to 7 Bronze Accreditations).  Turnford re-accredited with Gold (keeping our total at 3 Gold). Shelley Club has also gained re-accreditation with Silver (keeping our total at 3 Silver).  In total, Hertfordshire contribute just over 25% of the East Region 48 CAPS Accredited Clubs.  Our overall affiliations have remained fairly stable with a slight increase in schools affiliation which is very good news.
Unfortunately, we saw the departure of Paula Leonard, the Hertfordshire Netball Development Coordinator and it only seems fitting to acknowledge the huge contribution Paula made to the development of netball across Hertfordshire during the 7 years or so in this role.  We welcomed Emily Drackford as the new Netball Development Officer and what a blazing start she has made in her first few months.  She is bringing expertise, energy, passion and commitment to netball in our county.
We have been fortunate not to have had any changes during the year on the County Committee.  Unfortunately, we will experience a change in the coming year as we are losing Lynn Jackson from the County Committee.  Lynn has worked tirelessly for netball in our county ever since her arrival in 1981 and has made an outstanding contribution to netball in Hertfordshire. 
During the year, we have been working at revitalising the role of Equity and Welfare Officer and we are encouraging all affiliated clubs and leagues to establish this role locally if they have not done so already.  We are also positively working towards our goal to develop a Disability Netball League in Hertfordshire.
We are also doing our best to value the volunteers in our county.  We held our 2nd development day last year and we have another one planned for this year.  These are going from strength to strength, listening to the feedback from each year to inform the next.  Having revitalised our County Awards Scheme last year, we have added 2 new and important awards this year: an officials award in honour of Daphne Payne (a significant contributor to netball in Hertfordshire who unfortunately passed away during the year), and another for teachers who are so important in the development of our young people.  These awards provide an opportunity to say a special thank you to our volunteers who give so much to ensure that the game of netball can be played and promoted in our county.  4 people have been put forward for national Goalden Globe Awards.
We held our second League Chairs Meeting in November 2008 which is now an annual event on our county calendar.  These meetings provide the opportunity for a question and answer session with the County Committee and Emily St. John, our Regional Manager.  This year it was an opportunity to promote the local Equity and Welfare role as well as announce the move to on-line affiliations only from 2009/10. 
At the county level it is not only important that we are effective at partnership working with our affiliated members but also in our interactions with the East Region and England Netball.  This is a priority for all members of the County Committee and this partnership working is taken very seriously.  This will be particularly important moving forward because of the new sport funding arrangements in England.  Hertfordshire County is fully committed to ensuring that we not only maintain but also develop the quality and quantity of netball in the county.  This will require the county to fund activities previously funded by the Hertfordshire Sports Partnership until we are clear about alternative funding sources, including England Netball.  
Fortunately, England Netball is providing the funding for our Netball Development Officer post which is now line managed by Emily St. John, our Regional Manager and the county is sufficiently financially sound to see us through this initial 4-year period provided that prudency continues to prevail.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank Emily for her positive contribution during the year and for the support of the East Region as a whole. 
So, another successful year for Hertfordshire and we will be working hard next year to ensure that our success continues, with the help and support of all our partners

Janice Cook

Hertfordshire County Chair

June 2009

NORFOLK COUNTY NETBALL ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL REPORT 2009 
High Fives 
This season has proved to be just as busy and rewarding as ever. The committee have been involved in meetings with Competition Managers and High Five netball is now an established game within all areas of Norfolk. The Action Plan has been followed with the approval of the East Regional Development Manager and Active Norfolk (the county sports partnership). 

The Satellite Academies 

Held their end of season festival where Satellite teams from other counties came to join us. This was an extremely popular and enjoyable end to the training sessions.  Sophie Pike organised the mentoring of umpires, and the County Partnership Academy players were mentored as scorers, which is featured as one of the Action Plan targets. New Mentors were accredited:  Karen Last, Lyn Elvin, Linda Crisp and Debbie Beck.  Beginner Award testing also took place. All players were involved as an individual and mixed into various teams with coaches from each county being allocated to a team.  Awards for players were given to individuals and not teams, which makes this event so worthwhile for the young players.

Players’ Recognition
We have had girls that have been successful in attaining a place at the East Regional Screening namely Jess Long.  Alice Ewer gained a position with the England Netball Talent 2. Steff Burt gained a position with the Mavericks Training Squad. Well done to all girls.

Back to Netball
Sessions have been set up in Fakenham, Kings Lynn and Easton College and this is proving to be very popular.

Clubs
I am delighted to say that Thoroughbreds NC have had a good season in the National Premier League and Norfolk United have retained their place in the 1st division of the East Regional league. Belton still continue to play in the 2nd division. 

Coaching
We have had several new UKCC Level 1 and Level 2 coaches and a new UKCC Assessor Rachel Bickford.  The region keeps a list of all accredited Coaches etc.

Umpiring
Umpiring courses continue to be well attended and are put on regularly by Sophie Pike and Lesley Crosthwaite. The following umpires have gained awards:

A Award Theory:  Karen Last

B Award Umpiring  Christine Rigby, Nicki Rider, Jon Webb & Jill Masdin

C Award Umpiring:  Emily Drake, Ann-Marie Doddington, Vicky Kirk & Theresa Easter.

Beginner Umpiring:  Zoe Groves, Amy Finch, Rebecca Heaser, Leander Barlow, Sandra Meikle, Becky Shepherd.

· Beginners courses 25th January 2009 3rd & 10th March 2009, 4th April 2009 and 5th April 2009.

· C Award Umpiring course 26th April 2009

· East Region Table Officials Course 17th January 2009 at John Bunyan Centre, Beds, this was aimed at teams playing in Regional & Premier Leagues, Sophie Pike & Sue Brown attended.

Umpires have been forthcoming for the Regional Clubs League Division 1 & 2 which ran from September 2008 to April 2009 and a total of 11 umpires from Norfolk were used they were Karen Last, Jackie Jay, Jill Masdin, Jon Webb, Jo Loombe, Nicki Rider, Nancy Ruthven, Sue Brown, Vanessa Coulson, Anne Harper and Sophie Pike.  Many thanks to you all for your commitment.  

National Schools Regional Rounds – 28th Feb 2009 at Hassenbrooke, those attending from Norfolk were Jill Masdin, Sue Brown, Sophie Pike, Karen Last, Vanessa Coulson and Emily Drake.

Under 14 Regional Festival 25th April 2009 at John Bunyan Centre in Beds.  Sophie Pike attended as Umpire co-ordinator and Jon Webb, Karen Webb and Sue Brown attended as umpires.

Many thanks go to all the Norfolk Committee for their hard work in organising and managing the netball within the county.

Phil Crosthwaite

Norfolk County Chair

June 2009

SUFFOLK COUNTY NETBALL ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL REPORT 2009

Club Competition & Development

The U16 County League was held again with the purpose of getting a County Champion to go through to the U16 Regional League.  Unfortunately a low level of interest meant that only 3 teams entered; Stowmarket, Civil Service and Ipswich Ladies. Ipswich Ladies won both their games and went through.

A great deal of my time and focus has been on the Ipswich Leagues. We currently have 2 leagues; one for winter and one for summer. I have been working with the County Chair, the Chairpersons and Secretaries of these leagues to amalgamate these leagues into one.  We have worked hard and all being well the new ‘South Suffolk Netball League’ will begin in September, with the AGM this July.

Talent in Suffolk.

Suffolk held their screening for Satellite and County Academies on July 12th 2008 with over one hundred players being nominated by schools and clubs.  Fifty four players were selected, and players were placed in to the appropriate academy based on their ability. Suffolk ran two Satellite and two County Academies.

For the first time we also decided to run a Development Academy, aimed at the younger players who were not quite ready for Satellite. We are hoping that this will raise the standard of players entering into our Satellite programme in the future.

Fourteen players were put forward to Regional pre screening and the standard of the Suffolk players was favourably commented upon by selectors.  Five players were successful and progressed to Cross County Screening.  Unfortunately none of the Suffolk players have been put forward to final Regional screening.
Suffolk’s Satellite and County Academy players were invited to attend Festivals run in the Region by Norfolk and Bedfordshire.  These tournaments gave the players the opportunity to play with different players and experiment with different playing positions.  Players were able to put into game situations the techniques and strategies that they had covered during their academy sessions. The comments from players and coaches were positive and everyone enjoyed the festivals.

On behalf of Suffolk I would like to thank all those involved in organising the tournaments and in particular to Lesley Crosthwaite and Alison Brightman.

Our Presentation evening is set for 3rd July 2009.  Every academy player is invited and certificates are awarded to players that have attended 80% plus of academy sessions.  Awards are also given to the Most Improved Player, Most Dedicated Player and Coach’s Player.

Finally I would like to use this opportunity to say a big thank you to Juliet McMurray.  Juliet was Suffolk’s NDC until recently and she played a big part in developing the academies in Suffolk, and her dedication to developing netball as a whole within the county was second to none.

High Fives

We have just finished running this year’s High Five league in the Felixstowe area. This year was the biggest yet with ten teams involved. This included two independent schools. The standard was the best I have seen in three years which is a credit to the hard work of the schools involved. Amberfield won the league and they not only displayed a very high level of skill they also showed fantastic fair play throughout the league. 

We are also continuing the High Five Club which runs every Thursday after school at Deben High School. This is open to boys and girls, year 4-6, from any school but we have only attracted kids from the local pyramid. The numbers have increased from last year. They have enjoyed matches against schools from the Kesgrave and Felixstowe pyramids and have worked towards their skill awards. The majority are working towards their level 3 skill award but we have 4 that have achieved their level 3 and close to completing the level 4. 

None of these events would be possible without the help from some young netball organisers from Orwell, Deben and Farlingaye High School. As most of the girls will be leaving 6th form this year we are looking into running some more courses to train the next set of helpers. We have attended the Youth Umpire Award course with June Snelling and are considering this as an option.
The schools are still supported in and out of curriculum time. This is both working with the pupils directly and with the teachers as well so they can continue to work with more confidence teaching high fives in the future.
We have run a couple of teacher training sessions in the Bury and Lowestoft area. In July we are running a session in Needham market for the schools Claire Ferguson PDM covers. They will be starting High Fives from September. 

Although Ipswich and its surrounding areas are currently using the High Five format we still have pockets in Suffolk that are not. Obviously the sessions with the teachers are working towards combating this but we still need more work in this area and there are plans with this for the on coming year. 

Ali Furlong has recently taken over as competition manager and will be covering Netball as one of her sports. With support from Suffolk Netball Association she is currently working on trying to get funding for High Fives. If this comes to fruition there should be funding for more teacher training and equipment for the schools that lack in this area amongst other things. This will certainly help with the push to get every school adopting High Fives.  

Officials
 

C Award passes registered by Suffolk this season are 4 passes & 1 NYMC. 

B Award passes - Leannie Thomas, with Clair Fiddaman awaiting her test, unfortunately she had to withdraw at the last minute due to illness.

 

C Award Course that I did on 25 April and there was a Beginner Course the following day. 

 

Sophie Pike has tutored a Beginner Course at Culford School held over two sessions on 18 May/1 June.

 

Youth Umpire Award Teachers Orientation Workshop at Oriel High School, Felixstowe that I tutored on 24 February - about 12 teachers attended.

 

Juliet McMurray our NDO until recently, played a big part in developing the netball as a whole within the county also working with the County Committee. We wish her successor the best of luck.

Gwen Foster

Suffolk County Chair

June 2009
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