
 

 

PRESS RELEASE: 

Over 1000 children from 60 schools across Bedfordshire & Luton competed at The Annual Summer School Games 

at Bedford International Athletics Stadium yesterday.  Funded by The National Lottery and Sport England, this is a 

celebration of PE and Sport in schools and a culmination of year round school sports competitions. The sun shone 

brightly and a fantastic day was had by all.  

On the 27th June a variety of winning schools around Luton and Bedford gathered at Bedford International Stadium 

to compete in the Level 3 Summer County School Games.  The opening ceremony was filled with some spectacular 

performances of Cheerleading and Dance from local schools along with a flag procession to welcome all the teams to 

the event. There was then an energetic group warm-up providing a fantastic start to the day. The Level 3 

Competitions on the day were Rounders, Softball, Athletics, Golf, Rowing, Kurling, Cycling, Kwik Cricket & 

Cheerleading.  

Rounders was one of the level 3 competitions and a few of our press  team (volunteer school games makers)  

interviewed Bedford School Girls, who were competing,  they  commented “it’s a fun and good sport and everyone 

can take part, play and make new friends’’. Olivia from Linslade  said that “rounders is a very good sport, has lots of 

teamwork, and it’s fun representing the school”.  The rounders Year 8 winners were Woodland Middle school from 

Redborne school games area,  Bedford Girls School from Bedford1 School Games area were the year 7 winners and 

Hillborough Juniors were the Year 6 winners from Luton1.  

Inclusive Athletics is a pentathlon for all abilities ranging from wheel chair athletes to athletes with cerebral palsy 

and have events such as speed bounce, long jump and javelin - all athletes were full of determination and self-belief. 

The overall winners were Weatherfield School from the Dunstable & Hougton Regis school games area.  

Golf was also one of the events… not the normal type of golf, but the ‘less boring type’, a lot like crazy golf!  The 

school games makers helped show the pupils how to score and work around the different courses; the Ks2 students 

taking part showed great team work and determination! They enjoyed themselves thoroughly and completed the 

tasks to the best of their ability. The overall winners for Year 5&6 Golf were Linslade School from Leighton Linslade 

School games area. 

On the sporting field the School Game Makers organised a day of softball. Several Luton and Bedford schools 

gathered together to play to become county champions and demonstrated team work and resilience. Games were 

close and heads were spinning. Determination and self-belief pushed the students through the lengthy games. 

In the sports hall there were some inclusive sports including kurling and indoor rowing. The schools all did well and 

there was lots of smiling faces around the different matches going on. These were difficult events and there were 

some really close races, the overall Kurling winners were  Hillborough Juniors from Luton1. 

 

 



 

 

Gill Morrow, School Games Event Manager for team BEDS&LUTON County Sports Partnership who 
organised the event commented: 
 
“The Summer School Games is a fantastic event bringing together so many children from mainstream and 
special schools to compete at the same time at the same venue. It is a unique event within the year that 
celebrates the diversity of school sport in Bedfordshire and Luton. The legacy of 2012 was to inspire a 
generation and we hope that through the School Games we are doing just that – developing the heroes of 
the future and giving as many young people the chance to compete.”  
 

Lloyd Conaway, Director of team BEDS&LUTON also said:  

 

“The summer school games in Bedford were inspirational. Over 1000 young people from schools all over the 

county joined together in a festival of sport supported by teachers, coaches, governing bodies of sport and 

young volunteers. There were outstanding performances in rowing, cycling and athletics. We’re particularly 

proud of the “inclusive” nature of Bedfordshire’s award winning games where young people with challenging 

disabilities competed at the same venue” 

The level of support that schools showed for their team mates was extraordinary. Many children who were not in 

that specific event were running around with the athletes who were competing cheering their teammates on. This 

showed the children’s team work and passion. 

The Kurling portrayed much determination to succeed. The rowers were respectful of everyone taking part which 

made it easy for all to be excited and full of energy. 

Due to the phenomenal successes at the 2012 and 2016 Olympics there has been many more children taking up 

cycling as they have been inspired by athletes such Laura and Jason Kenny. The mainstream and inclusive cycling 

took place at Priory Country Park for the second  time at the Bedfordshire and Luton School Games. 

There were 18 schools competing in the inclusive athletics and rowing competitions. The effort that the children 

were putting in was incredible. The team work that they wore showing to get points for their team was 

astronomical. The athletics events consisted of agility, running, jumping, and throwing. These were all adapted for all 

disabilities and the scores were adapted for fairness. In the rowing, the competitors rowed for a full minute and the 

furthest distance travelled will win these events. The competitors had amazing determination and showed 

wonderful support for their team and fellow team mates. The children’s team spirit encouraged individuals’ self-

belief.  

 

  



 

 

 

The Full Results for all sports will be available soon or email schoolgames@teambedsandluton.co.uk 

- ends –  

For further information contact:  

Marketing 

Tel: 01582 813766 
Email: graham@teambedsandluton.co.uk 

 

Editor’s notes: 

 

1. The CSP Network is a nationwide network of 45 County Sports Partnerships (CSPs) funded by 

Sport England which are committed to improving lives locally by growing grassroots sport and 

physical activity. teamBEDS&LUTON is the CSP for Bedfordshire and their vision is to work in 

partnership at the heart of the community to support, develop and promote high quality 

sporting opportunities for people from all backgrounds and abilities to get involved, stay 

involved, and succeed in sport and physical activity in Bedford and Luton. For more information 

visit teambedsandluton.co.uk  

 

2. The School Games is an exciting, fully inclusive competition designed to motivate, enthuse and 

inspire young people across the country to take part in more competitive school sport. Each 

competition taking place on the day is the Bedfordshire & Luton level 3 county final of that 

sport. Teams have had to compete in their School Games throughout the year before making it 

to the finals. This is funded by The National Lottery via Sport England funding.  

 

 


